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There are some very good, and some very stupid questions asked on Quora. I try and respond to the good questions 
thoughtfully, and helpfully, basing those answers on my knowledge and experiences.  Judging by the number of times, my 
answers are upvoted, it seems I must be doing something right.  The stupid questions, not so much, but I do try to answer 
many of those questions with a degree of flippancy.  Admittedly, I have an off-the-wall sense of humor, 

In this book are 100 questions that I’ve answered on Quora, on a variety of topics from IQ to supercars, and much in between. 
I hadn’t realized how often I posted, until I took a look at my content, and then, in reading them, thought that it would a fun 
exercise to share them with a wider audience

I hope you enjoy reading them, finding some advice and suggestions that will resonate with you, plus, of course, I’d like you 
to get a few laughs along the way. (If you come across a question that you find the answer offensive, just move on. We’re 
always going to disagree on something, but that shouldn’t get in the way of friendship, or one’s enjoyment as a whole).

When you’ve got to the end, and if you found it a good read, please write a review, as well as sharing it with your friends and 
family.  (I’m already planning Volume 2, but whether I proceed with it, depends, to a very large degree on you, the reader).

If you want to know about me, and my life, click here.  A sincere thanks for your time.

P.S.  Cover Photo by Júnior Ferreira on Unsplash

http://www.quora.com/
http://www.quora.com/
https://www.nautilusfm.com/about/
https://www.nautilusfm.com/about/
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Well, we’ve come to the end of this collection; other than the next chapter which are the 
answers to question #76.  It’s been a lot of work but I’ve really enjoyed putting it together, 
and most of all, I’ve loved answering all of the questions.

Now I need to ask you a favor.  I know you’re busy, but if you’ve enjoyed this collection, 
please take just a couple of minutes and email me a short review.  Those reviews will 
encourage others to read it,  Please also tell your friends, and family about it, as without 
that, only a very few people will ever find the book, and I believe there is a lot of valuable 
advice in its pages. The world is in one hell of a mess right now, and a lot of people are 
struggling.  Perhaps one question, and its answer, will make a difference to those people.

I’d offer you your money back, but since the book is being published free of charge, there 
wouldn’t be much point in doing so.  If you have a question that you’d like answered, post 
it on Quora and send me a copy.  You can request me to answer it but I don’t know how to 
do that, however if I know there is a question out there, I will find it, and give you a well 
thought out response.

Thanks again for your time.

Be well, and stay safe.

Michael

P.S.  Sign up for my mailing list, not to be shared with anybody, and I will notify you each 
time there is a new collection.
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You are running a knockout singles tennis tournament with 500 players. When a player loses, they 
are out of the tournament. How many matches have to be played to determine a winner?

The normal way of solving this problem is to keep dividing by 2, adding 1 for every time there is an 
odd number of players, add either write the answers down, or try to do it in your head.

In the first round, there are 125 matches.

In the second round there are 62 matches + a bye making 63.  Add that to 125 and you get 188

In the third round, well you get the picture.

If there are 500 players, and only one winner, the answer is 
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You have a set of balance scales (two trays). You have 9 billiard balls, all of which are identical, 
except one of them has a steel core in the center. It makes the ball heavier but you wouldn’t be 
able to tell by holding it. You’re allowed two weighings only. How do you find the weighted 
ball?

The answer is very simple, but a lot of people will struggle to find it.

On the 1st weighing, put 3 balls in each tray.  If one side is heavier than the 
other, you know which set has the heavy ball.  If both are equal, it’s one of the 
other 3 balls.

On the 2nd weighing, put 1 ball in each tray.
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Get a stop watch and give somebody 30 seconds to solve two simple math 
multiplications:

 #1. What is 5 x 5? 

#1. What is 5 x 5? 

2. What is 5.5 * 5.5?

This is surprisingly difficult.  Most people come up with 27.5, and are shocked 
to find it’s wrong. One way to solve it is to multiply

11  11       121 
--  X  --   =   ----
2        2            4

I multiply the base number (5) by the base number + 1 (6) and add a quarter.  
Thus 7.5 x 7.5 = 7 x 8 (56) + a quarter or 56.25


